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BACKGROUND

The WFD was transposed into Icelandic law in 2011
Delay in the implementation for several years
The Environment Agency is the competent authority

4 people that work on the implementation 

Cooperates with other governmental institutions, 
research bodies, local authorities and stakeholders

Iceland is now in its first cycle



1 RBMD
4 RBMA
Approx. 2700
waterbodies



OUR FOCUS IN 1ST CYCLE
 TYPOLOGY/CHARACTERIZATION AND DELINEATION OF 

WATER BODIES

 CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM WITH MAIN FOCUS ON 
BIOLOGICAL QE

 IDENTIFICATION AND REVISION OF PRESSURES AND 
IMPACTS

 DEFINITION OF HMWB

 MONITORING PLAN – 2 INDIVIDUAL MP‘S ARE IN 
PLACE

 PRIORITY SUBSTANCES AND NEW SUBSTANCES

 WATCH LIST SAMPLING AND ANALYSIS

 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND STAKEHOLDER 
PARTICIPATION

 PROGRAM OF MEASURES IN 2020

 PREPARATION FOR 2ND CYCLE – WHAT TO DO AND 
HOW?

 PEER2PEER REVIEW

 INFORMATION SYSTEM VANN-NETT OG VANNMILJÖ
 Miljödirektoratet, NVE and Geodata

 CIS GROUPS: SCG, ECOSTAT, DIS AND GROUNDWATER 



MONITORING

PRIORITY SUBSTANCES AND NEW SUBSTANCES
11 monitoring sites across the country
Represent lakes, rivers and coastal waters 



Lake Mývatn 
Lake Þingvallavatn



MORE MONITORING

PRIORITY SUBSTANCES AND NEW SUBSTANCES
11 monitoring sites across the country
Represent lakes, rivers and coastal waters 





THE WATCH LIST 

SAMPLES TAKEN AT THREE SITES 
A RIVER, A LAKE, COASTAL WATER

4 SUBSTANCES ON THE WATCH LIST DETECTED





MAIN PRESSURES IN 1ST CYCLE

WASTE WATER / URBAN RUN OFFS
AQUACULTURE

HYDROMORPHOLOGICAL PRESSURES 
PREPARATIONS FOR NEXT CYCLE





IMPLEMENTATION PROGRESS 

EVERYTHING IS STILL GOING ACCORDING TO THE 
PLAN

ICELAND IS IN 1ST CYCLE

1ST RBMP IS TO BE DELIVERED IN 2022



Thank you for your attention


